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History of Fort Myer

Fort Myer began as a Signal Corps post in 1861. Major A. J. Myer began work at Georgetown, District of Columbia, with a small group of volunteers but the Corps eventually grew to 300 officers and 2,500 men. Authorized as a separate Corps by an Act of Congress, on March 3, 1863, its organization was not completed until August 1864. The outcome was an embodiment of the Army saying that “one campaign in Washington is worth two in the field.” 


Signal messages were sent by means of flags, torches, or lights, by combinations of separate motions. The flag or torch was held upright. To signal, the flag was waved to the left or the right, or waved/dipped to the front. When letters were composed of several figures, the motions were made in rapid succession without pause. Letters were separated by a very brief pause, and words or sentences were distinguished by one or more dip motions to the front. There were also more than 20 combinations of colored lights which permitted an extended system of prearranged signals. White, red, and green rockets and white flags with a square red center were most frequently used for signaling purposes. When snow was on the ground, a black flag was used; and, with varying backgrounds the red flag with a white center could be seen at greater distances than the white.


To secure secrecy, all important messages were encoded with a cipher disk. Two concentric disks, of unequal size and revolving on a central pivot, were divided along their outer edges into 30 equal compartments. The inner and smaller disk contained in its compartments letters, terminations, and word-pauses, while the outer, larger disk contained groups of signal numbers. Sometimes this arrangement was changed to ensure the secrecy of 
messages.  In every important campaign, the Signal Corps’ flags flaunted defiantly at the forefront, speeding orders of advance, conveying warnings of impending danger, and sending suggestions of defeat. Throughout the Civil War, they were seen on the advanced lines of Yorktown, Petersburg, and Richmond, in the trenches at Charleston, Vicksburg, and Port Hudson, at the battles of Chickamauga and Chancellorsville, before the front-crowned crest of Fredericksburg, in Sherman’s march to the sea, and with Grant’s victorious Army at Appomattox and Richmond.


On August 4, 1886, an Act of Congress called for the re-establishment of Fort Myer as a military station and called for the Signal Corps School to vacate the Fort. The Signal Corps is now located at Fort Gordon in August, Georgia. On July 6, 1887, Fort Myer became a cavalry post. On July 15, 1887 Troop B of the 4th Cavalry from Fort Huachuca, Arizona arrived at the fort. This change required new stables, new troop barracks, and eventually a riding hall. Over the next 30 years, Fort Myer transformed from a region of aging frame structures into elegant brick buildings, many of which still stand and house companies of The Old Guard.
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Buffalo Soldiers at 
Fort Myer  
No Buffalo Soldier unit had served east of the Mississippi River since Reconstruction, nor had one ever served near a significant center population. The first unit arrived to Fort Myer as part of a reward for their hard service during a brutal winter campaign against the Sioux Indians; 



know at the Pine Ridge Campaign. The Secretary of War announced the transfer and three remarkable distinctions occurred. First, it was the first black unit to serve east of the Mississippi; second, it was near a city of any size, and last, it was Fort Myer in the post-Reconstruction period. (Carmon W. Hicks pictured at Buffalo Soldier marker, Ft. Myer).

On May 22, 1891, Troop K of the 9th U.S. Cavalry left Fort Robinson, Nebraska by rail bound for Fort Myer and arrived on May 25, 1891. Upon arrival, the 69 men and three officers received 55 serviceable horses and began training. Troop K performed routine garrison duties with other Fort Myer Cavalry units. Garrison duties consisted of drills, parades, practice and still more practice, which differed from one season to another. If the weather proved inclement, there was a riding hall tucked away in one corner of the post in which the drills and shows could be performed.

In August 1893, Troop K served as escort to President Grover Cleveland during a special parade. Cavalry soldiers from Fort Myer were more than show soldiers; they were good saddle riders and complete masters of their horses. They practiced bareback on dead-level heats and jumped hurdles of varying heights that were designed to provide mastery and survival in the field. The soldiers were professionals who, on a moment’s notice, could draw up in a line in front of the White House ready for either action of parade. On October 3, 1894, the 9th U.S. Horse Cavalry returned to Fort Robinson.


In 1916, the 10th Cavalry was part of General Pershing’s expedition into Mexico. They remained on the southwest border during World War I, and in 1931 its squadrons were sent to support Army training at West Point Military Academy, New York; Fort Myer, Virginia; and Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. Machine Gun Troop of the 10th arrived at Fort Myer on October 15, 1941. They were housed in building 308 and their horse stables were located in buildings 306 and 307, adjacent to the barracks.


Soldiers from the 10th Cavalry who were later interviewed spoke of segregated facilities such as the dining hall, Post Exchange, and barber shop. Even though this era was characterized by discrimination and unfair treatment, the Buffalo Soldiers of the Machine Gun Troop worked hard to overcome the obstacles. Their exceptional performance and fine talents were displayed during parades and horse shows, as well as their routine duties conducting burials at Arlington National Cemetery.

During World War II, the Army staged an exhibit at the Washington Monument called “Back the Attack.” The Buffalo Soldiers performed daring maneuvers with glittering sabers and colorful uniforms to help sell war bonds. In addition to performing in  parades and horse shows, they performed duties as saddlers, horseshoers, drivers for senior grade officers, housekeepers, groomsmen for senior officers, and prisoner escorts. The Machine Gun Troop was responsible for President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s horses which Mrs. Roosevelt rode daily.

The Old Guard Association Reunion 
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The Old Guard Association Reunion was held in Washington DC on September 21-25, 2005.  We toured Fort Myer and Ft. McNair, some played golf, while others toured the DC area.  On Friday morning at Arlington National Cemetery, the wreath laying at the Tomb of the Unknowns and the Regimental Review offered many good photo opportunities. Enjoy!  
Trooper George Hicks, III 
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3rd U.S. Infantry 
(The Old Guard) 
Mission Statement

The 3rd U.S. infantry Regiment deploys by air or land to conduct operations in an urban environment within the Military District of Washington and Joint Force Headquarters Joint Operational Area. This Regiment provides a regional QRF and Bridge level command and control capability in support of the MDW/JFHQ’s defense of the National Capital Region. The 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment conducts and supports Official Joint and Army ceremonies, memorial affairs, and special events representing the U.S. Army and the Armed Forces to the highest standard.
[image: image6.jpg]e

O @

ol

| e,

«-P-l-'l‘

\yJ
12N

Aggociation



   
CSM Craig H. Roberson pictured at left and Tomb Guard at right.

      BSRM collections, 2005

The Tomb of the Unknowns is located near the center of Arlington National Cemetery and is one of the most popular tourist’s sites in the Washington DC area.  It contains the remains of unknown soldiers from WWI and II, the Korean Conflict and (until 1998) the Vietnam War.  Each soldier was presented with the Medal of Honor at the time of interment.  

The Tomb is guarded 24 hours per day, 365 days a year.
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A History of 
The Old Guard

The 3rd Infantry (The Old Guard) is the oldest active infantry unit in the Army.  Created in 1784 as a result of the 1783 Treaty of Paris that ended the American Revolution, The Old Guard served for its first 30 years as the First American Regiment, the Regiment of Infantry, the infantry of the 1st Sub-Legion and the 1st Infantry, becoming the 3rd Infantry in 1815 after the War of 1812.  The 3rd Infantry served on the Niagara frontier in the War of 1812, in Florida during the Seminole War, on the border with the Texas Republic and Mexico before 1846. In 1846, the U. S. went to war against Mexico in a conflict that created most of the enduring traditions of the Regiment. Their gallantry during these battles was exemplified when Army commander, Major General Scott, in what is perhaps the greatest praise he could have given, is said to have turned to his staff as the 3rd Infantry passed and said, “Gentlemen take off your hats to The Old Guard of the Army.” His remark gave the Regiment its modern (and now official) name.

Based at St. John’s Newfoundland, to help protect the North Atlantic convoy routes, The Old Guard was among the first U.S. Army units to be sent overseas in anticipation of US entry into the war, 11 months before Pearl Harbor.  The Regiment deployed to France in March 1945 and when WWII ended, they were in Germany.  The 3rd Infantry sent hundreds of men to Korea from 1957 - 1963 during the Korean War. Two Battalions served in Vietnam between 1967 - 1969, several Battalions were active at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. In 2001, the 2nd Battalion was reorganized and reactivated as part of a Stryker BDE (SBCT) at Fort Lewis, Washington. In December 2003, elements of the Old Guard deployed to combat for the first time since Vietnam War, sending a combat unit to the Combined Joint Task Force Horn of Africa, in Djibouti, in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. In 2003, they deployed to Iraq and returned to the U.S. in 2004. 
Historically, The Old Guard assumed guardianship of The Tomb of The Unknowns in 1948. The 3rd Infantry added the U.S. Army Drill Team in 1957, The Fife and Drum Corps in 1960, the Commander-in-Chief’s Guard in 1973, and a Color Guard uniformed as Revolutionary War Soldiers since the 1920s. The 3rd Infantry has the last of the Army’s official horses in its Caisson Platoon, and has a Regimental Museum near its headquarters at Fort 
Myer, Virginia.
[image: image8.jpg]oo 1‘l‘1§1.1 ﬁ‘\..‘«ln e
S 2R

] "

S

) i
’ - b
et PR §






In August 2004, The Old Guard at Fort Myer was reorganized to facilitate the execution of National Capital Region security missions. The 1st Battalion was separated and became the 1-3 Infantry Battalion, subordinate to a Regimental Headquarters. This unit was assigned to a Headquarters Company and Rifle Companies A to D. The second battalion-sized elements consist of Company E, the Fife and Drum Corps and the 289th Military Police Company. These special troops are organized as a battalion, and led by the Regimental Deputy Commander. The Old Guard continues to transform to meet the needs of the nation while remaining fully engaged in superior performances.  In 2oo4, it executed the first full state funeral in over 40 years for President Ronald Reagan.


In January 2005, The Old Guard was an active participant in the ceremonial and tactical mission of the 55th Presidential Inauguration honoring President George W. Bush.  Over the past two years, The Old Guard has executed 6931 funerals and over 3800 ceremonies. It has promoted over 500 new Non-Commissioned Officers and re-enlisted over 500 soldiers. The Old Guard’s long and distinguished history is made evident during each ceremony in which it participates. Its 51 well-earned battle streamers are ever present atop the Regimental Colors and its Army Superior Unit Award and Army Meritorious Unit Commendation are worn proudly by every serving soldier. 
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The Old Guard Association members
George Hicks, III on last row - 2005
During the Old Guard Reunion, the former Old Guardsmen marched on Summerall Field. To learn more about The Old Guard Association (TOGA), visit www.oldguard.org
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Landmark Travel Guide
Sunday morning brunch at a small restaurant in Eastern Market on Capitol Hill is always energizing.  Eastern Market sits in an upscale Washington DC neighborhood just a few blocks from the Capitol and the Library of Congress.  

Vendors display their antiques, flowers, and crafts Farmers sell their vegetables while shoppers hunt for bargains.  I met an art dealer with a few military pieces that focused on black soldiers.  Old magazines like LOOK, LIFE, and JET and other “doodads” provide many venues for collectors of all things.  It was well worth the visit!  
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Reflections

Going back to Fort Myer was like returning home. I had the opportunity to walk pass the building and Company E (Honor Guard) where I was assigned from 1981-83.  I watched the young Old Guard soldiers working hard to keep the standards of the Regiment alive.  They were drilling on the parade field, preparing for duties such as funeral detail at Arlington National Cemetery, or walking guard duty at the Tomb of The Unknowns. My conversations with the active duty Old Guard soldiers and The Old Guard Association soldiers were valuable. The Old Guard Association has members who were stationed at Fort Myer in 1949 and just one year early, the unit took responsibility for guarding the Tomb of The Unknowns.  They had history to share and memories to rekindle.
From the hotel where the Old Guard Association Reunion was housed, you could see Fort Myer. The red brick buildings where we were assigned were in view. We walked by the horse stables and watched the soldiers caring for the horses. It reminded me of the Buffalo Soldiers who were assigned to the same stables - doing the same jobs as The Old Guard Soldiers are doing today.  My memories of Fort Myer are good and my 2005 return visit bolster my positive attitude. I am already looking forward to the 2006 TOGA Reunion.

Old Guardsman George Hicks, III
References
Fort Myer Buffalo Soldiers. (n.d.) Fort Myer, VA: Equal Opportunity Office, Fort Myer Military 
Community.

A Short History of The Old Guard. (April, 2005). A Publication of The Old Guard Museum. Fort Myer,
VA.

For more information, contact the

Buffalo Soldiers Research Museum

P.O. Box 531187

Indianapolis, IN  46253

www.buffalosoldiersresearchmuseum.org
PAGE  
4

